into battle
informed and consulted all the self-governing Dominions, these
great communities far beyond the oceans who have been built up
on our laws and on our civilisation, and who are absolutely free
to choose their course, but are absolutely devoted to the ancient
Motherland, and who feel themselves inspired by the same emotions
which lead me to stake our all upon duty and honour. We have
fully consulted them, and I have received from their Prime Ministers,
Mr. Mackenzie King of Canada, Mr, Menzies of Australia, Mr. Eraser
of New Zealand, and General Smuts of South Africa—that wonderful
man, with his immense profound mind, and his eye watching from
a distance the whole panorama of European affairs—I have received
from all these eminent men, who all have Governments behind
them elected on wide franchises, who are all there because they
represent the will of their people, messages couched in the most
moving terms in which they endorse our decision to fight on, and
declare themselves ready to share our fortunes and to persevere
to the end. That is what we are going to do.
We may now ask ourselves: In what way has our position
worsened since the beginning of the war ? It has worsened by
the fact that the Germans have conquered a large part of the
coastline of Western Europe, and many small countries have been
overrun by them* This aggravates the possibilities of air attack
and adds to our naval preoccupations. It in no way diminishes,
but on the contrary definitely increases, the power of our long-
distance blockade. Similarly, the entrance of Italy into the war
increase^ the power of our long-distance blockade. We have
stopped the worst leak by that. We do not know whether military
resistance will come to an end in France or not, but should it do
so, then of course, the Germans will be able to concentrate their
forces, both military and industrial, upon us. But for the reasons
I have given to the House these will not be found so easy to apply.
If invasion has become more imminent, as no doubt it has, we,
being relieved from the task of maintaining a large army in France,
have far larger and more efficient forces to meet it.
If Hitler can bring under his despotic control the industries of
the countries he has conquered, this will add greatly to his already
vast armament output. On the other hand, this will not happen
immediately, and we are now assured of immense, continuous and
increasing support in supplies and munitions of all kinds from the
United States ; and especially of airplanes and pilots from the
Dominions and across the oceans^ coming from regions which are
beyond the reach of enemy bombers.
I do not see how any of these factors can operate to our detriment
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